
Beloved Reader, let me jump right in and share that I read a long article on 
how communities thrive when we turn toward our neighbors and the world 
around us. It was written by Amar D. Peterman, founder of Scholarship for 
Religion and Society LLC. The article was published in the Christian Century 
March 2026, adapted by Peterman’s Becoming Neighbors: The Common Good 
Made Local, 2026. I’ve condensed the article to 6 paragraphs!

 +Before we can love our neighbors, we must desire to know them. 
Seeking the common good through the local practice of neighbor love is 
messy and complicated work. How do I love my neighbor across the street
whose house is adorned with political signs contrary to my beliefs? What if 
my neighbor flies a multicolored Pride flag? If I love the friendly, neighborhood 
coffee shop barista who provides me with a delicious cup, what about the unhoused person who stands at the 
highway exit on my route home?

 +It’s often far easier to remain aloof and not get involved, but our shared flourishing is impossible unless we 
choose to enter into a common life where we are formed by and toward one another. Cultivating a truly common 
good requires allowing our beliefs and assumptions about one another to be challenged by the lived experiences
of our neighbors.

 +Loving our neighbors recognizes the countless ways we belong to one another and are molded by 
the people around us. Love follows the example of God in Jesus Christ, who descends from the heavens to 
encounter the world enfleshed.

 +In a world that prioritizes individualism, Christ chooses to become dependent upon creation - upon oxygen 
in his lungs and food in his stomach, upon friendships to nourish his soul and human feet to carry forth the 
gospel into the world. With people, Christ weeps and mourns, grows tired and weary, displays righteous fury, 
laughs and entertains his friends, dances and sings at a wedding feast, places his body between people in need 
and those ready to throw stones, and sits with children and the least of these.

 +Why does God desire a body that can be broken and bruised, why does God choose to break bread and 
heal the sick? The answer is simple and profoundly beautiful: to give it all away. Everything Jesus does is for the 
sake of others. Goodness exists to be given away.

 +Jesus is a model for us as we seek the good of our neighbors, and find and give goodness away. Jesus 
models a tangible, neighborhood-driven theology that speaks to the deep stories we tell about ourselves and 
our neighbors around us. Seeing God’s goodness frees us to pursue the goodness found in all of our neighbors.

 That last sentence packs quite a punch, beloved. Maybe we can begin to see goodness where we may have 
seen badness. Are people really good at heart, as Holocaust victim, Anne Frank, suggested? I don’t know. Maybe 
it’s not for us to say. What I do know is that our attitude toward our neighbors and the world can change us for 
the better if we see their goodness. There’s far more goodness in the world - and it overcomes darkness. God so 
loves the world. Maybe all we need is a new pair of glasses in order for us to love it, too.

I’m grateful to Eastminster Presbyterian Church who knows a thing or two about how to be a good church 
neighbor. You demonstrate it each and every day in big and small ways. Your heart is so expansive. I give thanks 
for all the ways in which your heart informs my heart.
 And, God sees that you are good. God sees that you give it all away.
 Thank you for finding the goodness in one another.
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	 continued from page 1
In one of my favorite movies, Oz the Great and Powerful, 
a 2013 remake of The Wizard of Oz, Glinda, the Good 
Witch, continually refuses to see anything bad in the 
wizard, named Oz, who is a trickster, a con man (with a 
conscience).
	 What follow are my favorite lines. 
	 Early in the movie, Oz declares: “I don’t want to be a 
good man... I want to be a great one.” Near the end of the 
movie, after Oz has changed, has given himself away, we 
hear:
Glinda: For the record, I knew you had it in you all along.
Oz:       Greatness?
Glinda: No. Better than that. Goodness.
	 Goodness beats Greatness every time. Give me Good 
over Great, and my heart bursts with joy, awe, and love.

	 That’s what you do to me, EPC. 

Light Shines!   Pastor Suz

MORNING PRAYER    
MAREN TIRABASSI       

I invite you to sit with and reflect upon  
Maren Tirabassi’s beautiful Morning Prayer.  
Read it a few times. Breathe.
God, who notices the mustard seed, 
a woman’s touch on the fringe of a garment, 
a kid holding out a lunch bag to share, 
keep me present to this day.
Invite natural beauty 
to surprise me with the smell of wind, 
the touch of a leaf or dog fur, 
the taste of pure water.
Remind me to notice people 
behind laptops in a coffee shop, 
behind a bakery counter, 
behind the wheel in a stopped car, 
and wonder about them 
and pray for them…
Let me read the one email that matters, 
give money to someone on the street, 
tell someone I love them, 
and then say it again and mean it.
Strip off the veneer of my distraction 
and let me enjoy food, 
read a few pages of a book, 
watch a tv show, listen to a song, 
smile at a stranger, 
open my heart to the news 
remember again to pray. amen

BEFORE WORSHIP JUNE 28, 2026       
Here’s a big plug for America - the fun that 
International World Cup fans are having here, trying 
American things for the first time, falling in love 
with an America they hadn’t heard about. It’s not 
our landscapes or monuments, they have way more 
than we do. It’s riding mechanical bulls in Texas 
bars, free refills, Ribs without a knife, Ranch dressing, 
Costco, Sam’s and Walmart - and finding groceries, 
electronics and automotive gear under a single 
roof!, Wendy’s Fries, Deviled Eggs, Chipotle, Chick-
fil-A, escalators, Boston bars who braced for wave 
after wave of Scottish fans, Lobster Rolls, generous 
portions, Kansas City Dry Rub BBQ, Southern Fried 
Chicken, Waffle House, air conditioning, wide 
open roads, the scale of just how big the country 
is - each state like its own country, massive trucks, 
and the welcome, kindness, warmth, helpfulness 
and generosity in everyday interactions with Uber 
drivers, police and strangers… There’ll be more 
things since the soccer tournament doesn’t end until 
July 19. Score America!

BEFORE WORSHIP JULY 5, 2026       
Last Sunday I went through a list of what International 
World Cup fans are loving about America. Today’s list 
is for us. It’s not comprehensive, of course! - just what I 
thought of that are ours and quintessentially American:
Population, 349 million; Third most populated country 
behind India and China.; Median age, 39.7; Pilgrims; 
Thanksgiving, Super Bowl, Liberty Bell, Statue of Liberty, 
Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, Native 
Americans, Disneyland, Baseball, The White House, Grand 
Canyon, Mt. Rushmore, Veteran’s Day; Memorial Day; 9-11… 
Golden Gate Bridge, Ferris Wheel, The Wright Brothers, 
Moon Landing, RT 66 (the Main St. of America) …Slavery 
- that wasn’t birthed here; Civil War, Civil rights, Women’s 
rights, Jazz, Soul music, Rock-n-Roll, Movies, Song examples: 
Star Spangled Banner, Yankee Doodle Dandy, Born in the 
USA, Sweet Caroline, Over the Rainbow, What a Wonderful 
World, Hello Dolly, This Land is Your Land, Like a Rolling 
Stone, When the Saints Go Marching In, You’ve Got a Friend, 
Happy Birthday song, Milkshakes, Cotton candy, T-shirts, 
Jeans, Converse, Independence Day, Bald Eagle, Old Glory. 
And, then we sang Happy Birthday to US!

BE LIKE THE 
SUNFLOWER,
STAND TALL 
AND FOLLOW 
THE SON.



Eastminster Presbyterian Church	 3

NEW MEMBERS
Please introduce yourself and welcome them to our Eastminster Presbyterian Church Family.

PAM KROUT
Pam grew up a member of EPC.  She 
is the daughter of Pat and the late 
Earl Brunk.  Pam, now retired, was 
an echocardiographer for Wellspan.  
She and her husband, Dean, have 
a son and a daughter.  Her hobbies 
include playing pickleball, line 
dancing, working in her yard, and 
traveling.  You may have seen her 
playing bells at EPC.

CHRIS SNYDER
Chris is from Butler, PA.  She 
attended Thiel College and  
Johns Hopkins. Chris was an 
elementary reading specialist.  
She was widowed at age 49.  
Her hobbies and interests are 
miniatures/dollhouses,  
watercolor painting, and Friends 
of the Heritage Rail Trail.

CHARLES STEIN
Charlie is also a former member 
of Eastminster.  Charlie, widowed,  
has three children.  He graduated 
from Grove City College and the 
University of Pittsburgh Dental 
School.  He is a retired dentist.   
His hobbies include painting (oil 
and acrylics), shooting pistols, the 
stock market, and going to his 
condo in Pittsburgh.

DIANE & NEIL WROBLESKI
Neil and Diane were former members of 
Eastminster.  They have three children.
Neil is a Navy veteran, stationed on an aircraft 
carrier in the Mediterranean Sea. He is a semi-
retired business owner.  He enjoys time with 
family, an occasional golf game, and spending 
time with Diane at their beach house.
Diane grew up in Manassas, VA.  She attended 
Northern Virginia Community College where she 
met Neil.  She enjoys being at their beach house, 
reading, and taking trips.  Diane runs the day-to-
day of their business, Dangerous Goods Council.

JOE & JUDY SHUSTER
Joe and Judy were members of EPC before they moved 
to Delaware.  They have now relocated back to York.
Joe was born in Tarentum, PA.  He worked as an 
assembly line tech at Harley Davidson for 17 years and 
as a retail manager-mens for 25 years.  His hobbies 
include hunting, fishing, target shooting, beagle 
training, and yard work.
Judy hails from Wellsboro, PA.  She had some nursing 
courses at York Vo-Tech.  She was a secretary for a 
trucking company, end welder at Campbell Chain, and 
employed at Pleasant Acres and Country Meadows 
Nursing Homes.  Her hobbies are yard work, planting 
flowers, and taking care of her 3 fur babies.
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From my office window at the church, I can see  
Eastminster’s church sign along Haines Road.   
It’s bright and definitely catches your eye with  
information about our Sunday services and  
Preschool when you drive by.  I’ve also noticed  
other church signs that are eye-catching but  
do not necessarily offer any specific information  
about that church.  Here are just a few of the  
messages on signs from other churches:

*Forgive your enemies – it messes with their minds.
*Don’t make me come down there! – God
*I was hooked on the hokey pokey, but I turned myself around.
*Whoever stole our AC units……keep them.  It’s going to be hot where you’re going.
*What’s missing from CH….CH? – U R!

THANKS TO OUR SUMMER CREW
Our outdoor summer worship services could not happen without the work of our faithful summer “crew.”  
As we continue to livestream outdoors, there is an added level of preparation each Sunday morning, so 
our volunteers are needed more than ever.
 • Our Set-Up/Tear-Down Crew – Ken Kellar, Jim Tollinger, Ed Ritter, and Don Wonders.  These gentlemen 
arrive an hour before the service begins to set up the piano, speakers, microphones, music stands……and 
the camera and computer for the livestream.  They’ve been doing this for years and years and years, and 
we are grateful!
 • Our Camera Operators – Glenn Bloss, Beth Anne Foess, Joan Klinke, Bob Moore, and Chloe Tollinger.  
The camera for the outdoor service has preset views that are selected by remote control by the operators 
at various times during the service.  They each volunteer to be “on duty” one or two times a month, 
and they are prepared to operate the camera in the sanctuary if bad weather forces us to go inside.  We 
couldn’t do our livestream without them!
The livestream of the outdoor service continues to be offered in the MPR during the service for those who 
would rather sit inside in air-conditioned comfort.  This also gives you an opportunity to be the first one 
to get to the refreshments at Friendship Time……..

CHOIR PICNIC - Sunday, August 23, 4:00-7:00 PM at the Etzweiler’s cottage.  It’s open to anyone who 
participated in the music program in any way during the past year.  See you there!
The next Chancel Choir rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 9 at 3:30 pm….y’all come!!
Hope you’re having a great summer!
Randy Yoder,  Director of Music 
	             rdy1949@gmail.com 
	             717-891-4536

MUSIC MINISTRY
CHURCH SIGNS 
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EASTMINSTER CARES
Dear Members and Friends of EPC,
“If you speak, you should do so as one who speaks 
the very words of God.  If you serve you should do so 
with the strength God provides, so that in all things 
God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him be 
the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” 
Peter 4 : 11 
Brownies and Cookies Bakers You know the drill: 
Due August 6th in the Haines House kitchen from 
9 to 10 A.M.  September sweet treats will be due 
September 3rd.   Thank you for your ongoing 
support of this direct mission 
Highlighting  EPC members and friends doing 
mission work outside EPC:  
Lee Hankey was kind enough to allow me to 
interview him about his mission work outside of 
EPC.  Lee is incredibly involved in many mission 
activities through Eastminster, but he serves the 
York community and other organizations outside 
of EPC work as well.  Lee serves on the board of 
the York Benevolent Association and has been a 
board member for about six years.  Specifi cally, he is 
currently spearheading Benevolent’s parking lot and 
water management issues.  In addition, he is assisting 
the organization in securing a new truck.  For years, 
Lee has volunteered at Our Daily Bread (outside 
of the brownie delivery from EPC).  He helps with 
food preparation and assists the clients as needed.   
Craley Senior Center relies on him to help prepare 
and distribute take-out meals to their patrons. He 
volunteers at the Center four to fi ve times every 
month.  Lee is forward-thinking in problem solving 
and extremely willing to off er boots-on-the-ground 
support to those needing an extra hand.
Please note: So many of the members and friends 
of EPC are helping in the York community and 
surrounding areas. Perhaps, like Georgia Mazzolla 
and her dress sewing (see July Pew Points article), 
you are supporting global organizations. Please 
contact Beth Magid (bethmagid@comcast.net) with 
your volunteer work so that we can increase our 
collective awareness of needs in our area as well as 
worldwide.  Your work may inspire others who may 
be considering mission volunteer opportunities.

Because of “soon-to-expire” Life Path gift cards 
from the church offi  ce usage, Christina Hines, 
from Bell Shelter, was thrilled to accept the cards 
on behalf of the Bell families and the cards were 
distributed to case workers for their families on 
June 26th to be used before the expiration date.  
Well done EPC!  Keep those donations coming to 
Life Path under the EPC account.  You are making 
a diff erence in so many ways! 
EPC was sent a letter of thanks from the YMCA / 
New American Welcome Center for the ongoing 
support and gift of one hundred onsies  and baby 
clothes.  Members of EPC took the donations to 
the center in May 2026.  Your in-kind goods of 
clothes, beans, socks, underwear, etc., are valued 
more than words can express.  DIVE is now asking 
for donations of shampoo, conditioner, soap, and 
men’s clothes and shoes.  There is a bin in the MPR 
to place your donations.  Thank you! 
As always, please peruse the bulletin board in 
the sanctuary narthex for thank you letters and 
notes from the organizations that EPC supports 
with both money and tangible donations. 
Peace,
Beth Magid,  Missions Elder

REMINDER       
To all who have signed up for the EPC 
Balance and Exercise Class Series starting on 
August 19. Don’t be late!  It starts at 1:00 p.m. in 
the MPR. Wear your lightweight, loose-fitting 
exercise attire, and also don’t forget to wear your 
Happy Face! This could be a lot of laughs! 
~ Lee Hankey
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FMC
UPDATE
The FMC guys continue to work hard keeping the 
campus looking good. They put in 136 hours of work 
since last month’s report.
Here are some of what work they did:
 • Removed the ceiling tiles from two more 
classrooms and disposed of the tiles. The new 
tiles will be installed after the painters are finished 
painting the classrooms.
 • Performed monthly emergency generator tests.
 • Picked up the never-ending supply of sticks that 
fall from our numerous trees.
 • Continued to work on cleaning out and organizing 
the garage.
 • Stained the ramp at the BBQ shed.
 • Painted the back MPR door.
 • Mounted new paper towel holders and soap 
dispensers in the Ladies FH bathroom.
 • Removed the water fountains from the Preschool 
and covered the holes in the wall and then painted 
those areas of the walls.
 • Normally a lot of weed spraying is done by Ken 
Kellar. Ken is recuperating at home from a medical 
procedure and all of the FMC guys wish him well 
and a speedy recovery! We will save a few weeds for 
you Ken.
 • Every week on Saturday during the summer, two 
FMC guys wash the outdoor worship center benches 
and picnic tables and then water the plants at the 
worship center, the flowers by the compass and the 
flowers by the MPR so that they stay healthy.
 • With the heat wave that we are experiencing, this 
is very important to keep them watered. The guys 
use the tractor and trailer with a 55-gallon barrel 
of water in the trailer and a battery powered water 
pump and hose.
 • On July 8th, we did our annual Preschool furniture 
and window cleaning to get the rooms ready for 
the next school year. Additional work was done 
removing old coat racks and other items in the four 
rooms that are being painted. The following men 
and ladies performed this work: Bob Casbeer, Foster 
Hoyt, Sam Foess, Todd Lord, Lee Hankey, Sandy 
Hoffman, Gary Hoffman, Mark Krom, Ed Ritter, Gary 
Church, Dave Bowers, Sandy Lewis, Debbie Ehrat 
and John Ehrat Thank you to all! And following 
the work, Dee Hoyt served a delicious lunch to all. 
Thanks Dee!
John Ehrat,  FMC Elder

SPOTLIGHT FOR AUGUST
In the SPOTLIGHT for August is Ken Kellar co-
leader of Care Group # 4 with Martha Fleischer. 
Ken was born and raised in Johnstown, PA.  
After graduating from Richland High School, 
he attended the University of Pittsburgh and 
earned a BS in metallurgical engineering.  After 
graduation he went to work for Bethlehem 
Steel. He was in the Army from 1970 to 1972.  
Ken and his wife Kathleen were married in 
1975. They have two children, Kristin and 
Kraig. They are proud grandparents of several 
grandchildren.
Ken is active in FMC, the Board of Deacons, 
Stephen Ministry, Food Distribution and an 
usher. He also enjoys gardening, playing golf 
and deer hunting.

Summer is winding down, vacations are coming 
to an end and days are getting shorter.
The Deacons are gearing up for a busy fall 
starting in September with the addition 
of two new Deacons: Lori Auman and Lori 
Koontz. Jared Hopkins will be staying on for 
his second term, as we continue to care for our 
congregation. 
We will assemble our yearly Gift Basket for the 
Stephens Ministers “Fishbowl Raffle” at the 
Happy Church Year Gathering (AKA Rally Day) 
on Sept. 13th.  
We will also be leading the worship service at 
Kingston Manor on September 20 at 2:00 p.m. 
EPC Deacons are always ready to help our 
church family. Please call your Deacon Care 
Group Leaders or the church office should you 
require assistance.
Debbie Ehrat,  Your Board of Deacons

DEACONS



Eastminster Presbyterian Church 7

STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

THANK YOU

GETTING READY FOR FALL
Well, the Stephen Ministers are actively getting 
ready for fall and all of the church’s activities.  We 
will start off in August with our regular meeting 
on Monday, August 3rd. 
Several of our members will attend a 50th 
anniversary celebration and learning event to be 
held in Gaithersburg, MD on Saturday, August 
15th.  We will have an opportunity to meet and 
greet many of our leaders and teachers from St. 
Louis.  It will be a very uplifting time for us as we 
progress in our ministry.
Then in September we will be hosting the FISH 
BOWL RAFFLE on Rally Day.  Start preparing your 
baskets now folks, as the time will soon be on us, 
as Rally Day is September 13th.
We also encourage ANYONE in the congregation 
who would like to submit an article for our 
ADVENT devotional to start planning your 
submission.  Our deadline this year will be in 
early October.  Please watch future Pew Point 
articles and weekly bulletin announcements for 
more information.
God has great plans for the Stephen Ministers 
and our EPC congregation.  We always welcome 
your thoughts and prayers as we continue to 
sustain and advance God’s mission here in this 
community of faith.
Blessings, Your EPC Stephen Ministers

HERE’S THE SCOOP
Set aside the afternoon of Sunday, August 16, 
2026, at 1:30pm to enjoy a warm, lazy afternoon 
of ice cream and entertainment.  We are looking 
forward to delicious bowls of ice cream with a 
variety of toppings and entertainment by the 
Emigsville Band.  Ice cream will be served at 
1:30 pm and the entertainment will begin at 2 
p.m.  Bring your lawn chairs and meet us outside 
the Haines House Multipurpose Room behind 
the outdoor worship center for an afternoon of 
fellowship and fun.  We are looking forward to 
seeing all of you there!
Linda May

FROM THE HEART
Thank you for your prayers, cards, visits and 
expressions of concern during my recent back 
surgery.  Your kindness and support were a 
tremendous blessing and are helping me through 
my recovery.  I am deeply grateful to be a part 
of such a loving congregation.  Special thanks to 
Pastor Suz for her continued visits and concerns.
Peace,
Joan Klinke

1:30pm

AUGUST 16th

2:00pm
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
DON’T LOOK BACK       
You just may see more summer fun behind you 
than in front of you ! Days are getting longer and 
hopefully less hazy, hot and humid ones. “Back to 
School” displays are in the stores and here at EPC, 
plans for the new church year are being made. 

OUR MONTHLY GOAL IS $10,000 IN SALES
        JULY 2026 results:
 Total Sales: $10,775.00

Cash Back:  $538.75 minus the
                         Giant shipping 
                                                   charge ($24.00)

FMC Received: $463.28
PW Received:   $51.47 for Mission Budget

Sunday, August 30th: Last day to order 
           June cards 
Sunday, September 6th: Payment and pick-up
            MPR after the 
            church service

Standing order sheets (Dee – Giant, Sandy – Weis)  
Or order sheets will be on a card table at the 
Outdoor Worship Center each Sunday morning. 
We understand that the pick-up date is Labor Day 
weekend and many of you might be out of town 
for summer’s last hurrah and will not be attending 
worship that morning. If at all possible, please 
prepay for your cards. EPC must make payment 
shortly after we receive them. 
Some folks have asked why their check did not 
clear. Any payment made before or on the pick-up 
Sunday is deposited shortly after the service. Any 
monies received after that day are held until all 
cards are paid for, only one deposit so it may be a 
week or even two before we go to the bank. We 
make every effort to arrange for you to get your 
cards after that first Sunday.

HOLIDAY BAZAAR       
On a lighter note – we are busy collecting items 
for our Holiday Bazaar.  Your used books and 
jigsaw puzzles are greatly appreciated. 
Mark the date November14th,  8:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 
Your support is highly valued!
Any questions, please contact Nancy Edwards.

HYGIENE KITS       
Presbyterian Women of EPC  is partnering with 
Church World Services by collecting supplies 
for Hygiene Kits.  These kits will be sent to areas 
where disaster has struck.  We will be gathering 
items to assemble the kits in September.  
Eastminster members have been generous with 
our projects and we appreciate your support 
throughout the years.  The kits are to contain:
• 1 hand towel 15”x28” (No fingertip,bath,dish or 
micro-fiber towels)
• 1 wash cloth
• 1 wide toothed comb (no pocket or picks)
• 1 fingernail or toe nail clipper (either is 
acceptable)
• 1 bath size bar of soap in original package 
• 1 toothbrush in original package
• 10 (ten) standard size bandaids.
All these item will then go into a one gallon Ziploc 
bag.  You may wish to make a complete kit or 
donate items by placing them into a tote that will 
be in MPR for the collection purpose.  I know how 
generous some of you are, but please do not add 
any extra items. Thank you for your generosity.

Words from a Sunflower
•  BE OUTSTANDING IN YOUR FIELD
•  HOLD YOUR HEAD HIGH
•  SPREAD SEEDS OF HAPPINESS
•  FEED THE BIRDS
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CELEBRATIONS 
Date – Birthday 	
  3 – Ally Rohrbaugh
  7 – Leslie Johnston
10 – Pam Krout
11 – Michelle McWilliams
12 – Todd Lord
12 – Beverly Queenan
12 – Brian Stover
14 – James Craft
20 – Mary Ellen Bowman

20 – Janet Heal
20 – Leslie Lightner
21 – Sally Glover
22 – Owen Smith
23 – Pamela Kirkpatrick
24 – Lee Hankey
30 – Robby Elzinga
30 – Sam Stover

AUGUST
Date – Anniversary
  3 – Ken & Kathleen Kellar
  6 – Dennis & Sandy Warner
15 – Brian & Julie Stover
15 – Jim & Ruth Woof
17 – Dick & Jan Witzke
18 – Steve & Beverly Queenan • 30 years
20 – Dana & Pamela Kirkpatrick
24 – Peter & Hilary Ruth
26 – Mary & Larry Boyd
26 – Dean & Pam Krout
29 – Gary & Sandy Hoffman

REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  

Eastminster Presbyterian Church – Our Congregation, 
Mission, & Ministry
All Military Men and Women around the world & their 
families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Cathy Alder
Denny Ashton
Robin Blakely
Larry Boyd
Vicki Deater
John Deming
Tricia Gracy
JoAnn Hankey
Jan Heiden
Joan Klinke
Mikie Luchessi
Kathy M.
Jennifer (Hoyt) Mayer

Bill Moore
Fran Mount
Nancy R.
Susan Rost
Bob Ruff
Ian Stovall
Bob Stump
Bill Terney, Sr.
Lessley Wiles
Don Wonders
Robin Blakely’s Friend’s 
Brother



Grocery Card payment 
& pickup is TODAY.
10am Outdoor Worship
11am Friendship Time

10am Outdoor Worship
11am Friendship Time

10am Outdoor Worship
11am Friendship Time
1:30pm Ice Cream 
Social & Band Concert

10am Outdoor Worship
11am Friendship Time

Grocery Card payment 
& pickup is TODAY. 
10am Outdoor
Worship (ordination & 
installation of offi  cers)
11am Friendship Time

9:00am FMC Crew
9:30am Stephen 
Ministers Meeting
6:30pm Worship 
Committee 

9:00am FMC Crew
7:00pm Trustees 
Meeting

9:00am FMC Crew 

9:00am FMC Crew
7:00pm Session

9:00am FMC Crew 

9:00am FMC Crew
10:00am Staff  Meeting
10:00am Cool Knitting/
Warm Fellowship

9:00am FMC Crew
10:00am Cool Knitting/
Warm Fellowship

9:00am FMC Crew
10:00am Cool Knitting/
Warm Fellowship
1:00pm Balance Class

9:00am FMC Crew
10:00am Cool Knitting/
Warm Fellowship
12:00pm Pew Points 
editing
1:00pm Balance Class

12:30pm FMC Meeting

10:00am Staff  Meeting
2:30pm Church offi  ce 
closes

10:00am Staff  Meeting
11:00am Mary-Martha 
Circle
7:00pm Congregational 
Life

10:00am Staff  Meeting
2:30pm Church offi  ce 
closes

9:00am Safety Meeting
10:00am Brownies 
(no nuts) due in Haines 
House kitchen 

2:00pm Missions 
Meeting
4:30pm Preschool 
Meeting
6:30pm Deacons 
Meeting

Church Offi  ces closed

Church Offi  ces closed

Church Offi  ce closed
1:00pm Balance Class

Church Offi  ce closed
1:00pm Balance Class

9:00am Food 
Distribution

Newsletter info due 

2 • SUNDAY

9 • SUNDAY

16 • SUNDAY

23 • SUNDAY

30 • SUNDAY

3 • MONDAY

10 • MONDAY

17 • MONDAY

24 • MONDAY

31 • MONDAY

5 • WEDNESDAY

12 • WEDNESDAY

19 • WEDNESDAY

26 • WEDNESDAY

4 • TUESDAY

11 • TUESDAY

18 • TUESDAY

25 • TUESDAY

6 • THURSDAY

13 • THURSDAY

20 • THURSDAY

27 • THURSDAY

7 • FRIDAY

14 • FRIDAY

21 • FRIDAY

28 • FRIDAY

22 • SATURDAY

29 • SATURDAY

8 • SATURDAY

15 • SATURDAY

1 • SATURDAY
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Please see eastminster-york.org 
for possible updates and changes 
to the calendar.

AUGUST
2026

1:00pm Balance Class
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PRESCHOOL
Behind the Scenes at PreschoolBehind the Scenes at Preschool
If you visit the preschool during our school year, you will see 
colorful, vibrant classes full of children, toys, and artwork. During 
the month of June, when summer camp is in session, the campus 
is filled with the sounds of campers playing games and making 
memories.  But, what happens during the month of July?  We like 
to take advantage of this time to work on improvements to the 
preschool wing. 

We have spent the past few years repainting classrooms. This is a 
huge endeavor and one that requires the help of many people. 
Dave Bowers and the FMC crew work to remove the ceiling tiles, 
take everything off of the walls, and prep the rooms for the 
painter. Our painter does a fantastic job and is very conscientious 
about meeting the needs of each individual classroom. The new 
paint makes such a bright difference in the rooms, coupled with 
the new ceiling tiles.

We are so grateful to the FMC crew and the Presbyterian Women 
that came to our summer work day in July. They spent time 
cleaning tables and chairs, washing windows, making repairs, 
and other tasks needed to get ready for the new school year. We 
appreciate their time and energy!

WHAT IS NEXT FOR THE PRESCHOOL?
In June, the Department of Human Services (which oversees all childcare centers in PA) issued an 
announcement that church-based, private preschools now fall under their jurisdiction. To sum up the 
announcement, all local private preschools, such as our own, will need to be licensed through DHS 
(Department of Human Services).  Eastminster Preschool has been running a high-quality preschool 
program for 60 years, so we are already in compliance with most of the regulations. The preschool office 
will need to adopt the official paperwork used by DHS and the preschool staff will need to obtain specific 
trainings. We are very lucky to have help from Community Connections for Children, in the form of a 
co-hort created just for the local preschools in our area. While you may see some minor changes to the 
preschool, we expect there will be very little change in the physical site. We appreciate the support of the 
EPC community while we work to make the necessary changes to be in full compliance with the regulations 
issued by the state of PA. If you have any questions about this process, please feel free to contact the 
directors in the preschool office.
In the meantime, we are continuing to prepare for the next school year. In addition to painting and cleaning 
the preschool wing, we will be sprucing up the playground and prepping new resources for play and 
exploration. We will also be stocking our art closet with a supply of loose parts, so keep an eye out for 
donation ideas in upcoming newsletters!

Thank you for another wonderful school year at Eastminster Preschool. We appreciate the support of 
the congregation and friends of Eastminster Presbyterian Church!

Carly Kearns,  Pre-School Director

2026



CONTACT INFORMATION 
www.eastminster-york.org

Suzanne Personette, Pastor    	           717-850-2715	  
	          revsuz@hotmail.com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music	          717-891-4536	  
	          rdy1949@gmail.com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant	          717-755-6222	  
	          epcyorkoffice@gmail.com

Dave Bowers, Facilities Manager	          717-430-8657 
	          dbowers.epcyork@gmail.com

Newsletter Info	         newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com

Accounting/Finance	          717-757-5217	  
	          epcfinance@gmail.com

Carly Kearns, Pre-School Director	          717-755-0543	  
	 eastminsterpreschool@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL REPORT
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF JUNE 30, 2026

Ordinary Income	 Actual	 Budget
  *Envelope Offering	 244,688.00	 214,597.00  
  Open Plate 	 3,283.25	 3,326.00
  Sunday School 
    Offering	 0.00	 0.00
  Per Capita	 6,338.50	 4,114.00       
  Rental Income	 22,750.00	 23,175.00
  Interest Income 	
    (checking)	 1,042.29	 1,145.00
  Misc. Income	 5,648.92	 7,316.00

  Total Budget 
    Income	 283,750.96	 253,673.00

Expenses		
  Payroll	 134,076.22	   139,327.59
  Accounting Services	 4,830.48	 5,162.00
  Per Capita Expense	 4,621.50	 4,621.50
  Bank Expenses	 384.00	 635.00	
  Moving Expenses	 0.00	 0.00 
  Search Expense	 0.00	 0.00 
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
    Communion	 1,017.25	 795.00
  Stephen Ministries	 240.40	 138.00 
  Vision Committees	 230.23	 1,602.00 
  Education	 1,230.47	 1,133.00
  Congregational Life/
    Outreach	 280.10	 620.00
  Stewardship	 0.00	 0.00 
  Mission	 16,125.00	 20,496.00
  Worship	 6,019.03	 6,056.00
  Administration	 0.00	 70.00
  Plant Expenses	 58,340.57	 56,222.08
  General Expenses	 7,621.51	 8,881.50
  Total Budget 
    Expenses	 235,016.76	 245,759.67

   NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement  
for next month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.   

Please email your information to:  
newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  

Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402  


